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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
The Founders' apparel orders from the online school store hosted by 
EmbroidMe have arrived!   They will be distributed today. 
 
Tonight and tomorrow night the High School Drama Club presents "Silent 
Sky."   The show start at 7pm tonight (5/3) and tomorrow (5/4) in the 
Lower Cafe. 
 
So much goes on at Founders and I attempt to highlight items month to 
month in my Dean's report to the Board.  You can see those reports online 
here. 
 
May is one of the busiest months of our academic calendar.   Shows, 
testing, preparations for Step Up and Graduation, Olympic Field Day, field 
trips, and more all take place.   On behalf of the school, we are so grateful 
for the teacher, student and parent commitments to make these events go 
well. 
 
Please know that we are in "tick season."   It is our practice at Founders to 
call parents if/when a tick is reported on a student (whether on clothing, in 
hair or in skin).  We understand the severity of ticks and will notify parents. 
 
With gratitude,  
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 

 

Board of Trustees 

As was announced last month, the Founders' charter has been renewed by the NH Board of 
Education for the maximum renewal of five years.   The official letter stating the same is pictured 
here and on display at the front office!   Congratulations, Founders! 

https://embroidme.com/bedford-nh/
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/governance/board_minutes/dean_s_board_reports


 

 

From the Registrar:  PSAT Scores 

At the end of March, most of the 10th Grade students at Founders took the PSAT10 Test and we 
are proud to announce that once again, our 10th Graders are not only beating the National 
averages across the board, but they continue to score above the (higher) NH averages.  Here are 
the basic results: 
 
National Overall - 935 
NH Overall - 978 
Founders Overall - 1053 
 
National ELA (English/Language Arts) - 468 
NH ELA - 494 
Founders ELA - 546 
 
National Math - 467 
NH Math - 485 
Founders Math - 507 
 
"Approaching" or "Met" ELA Benchmark 



National - 70% 
NH - 80% 
Founders 92% 
 
"Approaching" or "Met" Math Benchmark 
National - 56% 
NH - 66% 
Founders 80% 
 
(We have not yet received the scores for any of the other grades that tested this Spring.) 
 

 

Admissions 

If you know of any families who are considering applying to Founders but haven't done so yet, 
please encourage them to complete their paperwork as soon as possible.  
 
We now have less than 15 spots left for our expanded 6th Grade for the 2019-2020 school year! 
 
Our 7th, 8th, and 9th Grades have less than 5 spots available and will begin waitlisting very soon! 
The 10th-12th Grades are now full so Wait Lists have already begun forming for those grades. 
 
Students who are currently attending Founders are already guaranteed a spot for next year and do 
not need to re-apply as long as they fill out a Course Selection Survey (current 6th-8th Graders) or 
sign up for specific classes (current 9th-11th Graders) by the priority deadline (which will be June 
15th). 
 

 

Student Services Update 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
Can you believe we are in the last six weeks of school? This year has flown by. It is exciting to be in 
a school where we see so much growth, academically, socially, and even physically in the students 
between September and June. As we approach the end of the year, it can sometimes be difficult for 
students to keep their focus on academics when there are field trips and dances and summer plans 
to be thinking about. We will be doing our best here to help every student have a strong finish to 
this year. 
 
I wanted to thank the teachers and students for their flexibility over the last seven weeks since my 
accident. Thankfully I am making great progress and have been back at school for several weeks 
now. So many students stopped by my office to wish me well and to offer to help with getting 
around the building. We have a fantastic student body! 
 



Finally, I want to let you know that I got married over the school break and have changed my last 
name. I will still receive emails sent to Ms. Stewart, but you will see Mrs. Oliveira on 
correspondence going forward. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or information you want to share, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
 
Respectfully, 
Paula Oliveira,  
Director of Student Services 
Paula.oliveira@tfanh.org  
 

 

Step Up Ceremony for 8th Graders - Save the Date 

Please save the date for the Step Up Ceremony for 8th Graders - June 6, 2019 at 6pm. 
 

 
 

School News  

 

Arena Scheduling 

From Mr. McKenzie (Registrar): 
 
Arena Scheduling will be on Wednesday, May 29th starting at 1:00pm in the upper cafeteria. 
 
There are about 100 students involved in this (current 9th, 10th, and 11th Grades).  I'll break them up into 4 
groups starting with the Juniors and ending with the Freshmen and they'll come down 20 minutes apart.  So 
Group #1 comes down at 1:00, Group #2 at 1:20 (while Group #1 is still finishing up), Group #3 at 1:40, and 
Group #4 at 2:00pm.  Once a student is done with their schedule, they'll go back to class.  
 
-Greg 
 

 

Summer Opportunities:  Camps and Title I Program 

We have a few opportunities for students over the summer. More information on both opportunities 
will be coming soon. 
 
1. Summer Camps- Founders will offer summer camps the weeks of July 8th and July 15th. Please 
see camp descriptions here. The website will be updated with registration and payment information 

mailto:Paula.oliveira@tfanh.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iZuvDRP_rPXtIwqHw2hYkDV-T2Kk3AVwcnJxtJvRHUk/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/students/summer_camp_2019


by the beginning of next week. Space is limited so sign up early. 
 
2. Title 1 Program- Founders will be offering a Title 1 remediation program for middle school 
students who are struggling in Math and English. If your student is eligible to participate, you will 
receive an individual invitation. This program is free of charge. 
 

 

Chemistry Donations 

Thanks to the Hammer family, our chemistry lab has grown tremendously through their generosity. 
Below are photos showing the equipment, both glassware and chemicals which have become the 
heart of our chemistry program. They are pictured in front of our nearly completed mural of the 
periodic table of the elements.  We have been able to more than double our lab offerings and also 
increase the complexity of our investigations. In addition, we now have eight fully equipped lab 
stations which allows for smaller lab groupings. The students develop responsibility because they 
now have a station which they are responsible for maintaining as part of their lab experience. We 
are very grateful to all that the Hammer family has done to improve the educational opportunities 
here at The Founders Academy. 

 

 

Semi-Formal Dance for Grades 6 - 10 

Date: Friday, May 10th 
Time:  6:30pm - 9:00pm 
Cost: $5.00 admission includes snack and water 
 
There will be a Photobooth and DJ Manny! 
 
High school students can bring a guest with prior permission from Dean Mooney. 
 



 

Finlit 300 Competition 

Finlit 300 is a competition of financial knowledge sponsored by the Jumpstart coalition.  Students 
from twelve school in New Hampshire completed an online test to qualify for the competition. 
Founders students placed in the top six teams in our first attempt and were invited to participate in 
the competition.  This was an all day affair.  Our students competed in three rounds and then 
cheered on Raymond to the championship.  They had a great day and look forward to next year.  
~Mrs. Nichols 





 

 

Founders Selected for Second Year to be part of Amazon Future Engineer Program 

Congratulations!   Founders has been selected for the second year in a row to be part of the 
Amazon Future Engineer Program!   Thank you, Ms. Marcotte and students! 



 
 

 

Spring Fling 

On May 18th from 10am to 2pm come down to TFA to join us for our third annual Spring Fling 
which is planned and run by Student Senate. It is a social event where Round Tables from all 
around the school have the opportunity to create and run a carnival-like station. Tickets will be sold 
at the door and they can be redeemed at the stations for food, drinks, games, and so much more. 
Stations include cotton candy, lawn games, face painting, and pie a teacher! 
 
10 tickets are $5.00 and 25 tickets are $10.00.  
 



For more information see the flyer here.  
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

Parent Volunteers Needed! 

The House of Representatives is looking for parents who are available to volunteer their time on 
Tuesday, May 28th to assist us with putting on the Middle School Olympic Field Day. This will be 
an all day event, but we would welcome and appreciate any and all help. Volunteers can come for 
the whole day or stay only a few hours! Please email Miss Brown (m.brown@tfanh.org) and Mr. 
Gaumont (m.gaumont@tfanh.org) with your availability if you are able to help! Please also keep an 
eye out for a request for donations as we get closer to the event! Thanks so much in advance. 
 

 

Summer Send Off 

 
Mark your calendars for May 31st!  The Founders Academy Parent Teacher Student Association is 
hosting our first Summer Sendoff.  This event is a fundraising event where we are raising money for 
50 Chromebooks to be made available throughout the school for student use.  We will be having 
several rounds of bingo with prizes.  We will also have prizes that you can purchase tickets and 
enter to win by raffle.  Some of these prizes include: Tickets to The Palace Theatre, The Fisher 
Cats, Old Sturbridge Village, Alpine Treetop Adventures, Xtreme Craze and Wachusett Mountain. 
Other raffle items include gift cards from: The Copper Door, Frederick’s Pastries, The Common 
Man, Otterbox, Wing It On and many more.  We will also have a surprise autographed item from the 
Red Sox and several fun themed baskets.  Games, music and other fun activities, as well as 
concessions to purchase, will be available.  We hope you will all join us! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IachbIet832NpmgTQ3CR2SoR83JT69XJcM5hDQCArQI/edit
mailto:m.brown@tfanh.org
mailto:m.gaumont@tfanh.org


 

 

 

Art Class Donations Needed 

Mrs. Strub is looking for newspaper donations for her art classes.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

Dime Challenge Update (3/29) 

We are more than half full, which means we have a little more than $350!  Keep bringing in your 
dimes to fill the bottle!  The funds will go to Random Acts of Kindness.  
 
Thank you, 
Ms. Nichols 
 

 

Donors Choose: Ms. Marcotte 

I want to make sure my students have the materials and experiences they need to succeed, so I 
just created a request for my classroom at DonorsChoose.org:  
 



Capturing it Live with on the Fly Editing. 
 
If you chip in to help my students, you'll get awesome photos and our heartfelt thanks. Thanks so 
much,  
Joanna Marcotte 
 
P.S. If you know anyone who may want to help my classroom, please pass this along! 
 

 

Donors Choose: Ms. Mote 

Setting The Stage For Learning 
 
Help me give my students a place to work by making my classroom multi-purpose. My classroom 
doubles as a rehearsal space and is home to a variety of classes. 
 

 

Most Needed Items (updated 4/18) 

Founders relies heavily on donations for some of our essential items needed around the school. 
Below are the most needed at this time: 
 
Snacks and non-perishable lunch items for the food pantry 
 
Paper Towels 
 

 
 
Sewing Club Most Wanted Items: 
Thank you for your continued donations.  Please check out Sewing Club's Most Wanted Items. 
We are SEW happy for your support! 
 

 
 
Mrs. Fortier's Art Class Needed Supplies: updated 3/8 
 
* Talenti/Gelato containers 
 
*  colorful duct "Duck" tape  
 
*  Clorox wipes  
 
*  New Plastic drop cloths 
 
 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/capturing-it-live-with-on-the-fly-editin/4050686/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete_mailto&utm_term=teacher_2955581&rf=sendFriend-dc-2019-04-tpc_complete_mailto-teacher_2955581&challengeid=20593531
https://u9121631.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=iW5Q7QdythkIgtWU08bkruJS4QAycYcJS0rML8gC0K4KoGPVtOUF6O9pNEKyJlBTlVIMup7BNBWTpjOCDTlc1Z-2FFAKd6T-2B-2F-2F-2Fl1YA1KnzlEfgiwiFkUTHxerp-2Bg5wQ-2B7_S-2FiCxc94jFLhQgRkrpmJvbFzdh-2Bf4O9kkC18XuhbJfms7QsS3RBxrK51ZbkpshMqvQ5kFEl0RFiYFXTX8BXTJjMCZmpx162OWiVCX23k6nu83T8V7aX8IH2if2CVOTV6XDSX6wnjrBU1d4DX0jD-2F2KwXITqKAnLz-2FBmFMSChBri-2BmF9Im8HCFQChHeLcGeotgSyJubPC5jO8DBPULtyjLQT6IdIZZgIqax2AX0FP7cNDN-2BJpL541Gf-2BmLodqEzFtloJXhir5jnfX0xqKL254nPnwoHDY2MBN-2F71O-2B7Iaf6Y-3D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-YSyIIOFe4c0T-iz3USLVvAigST68MrWInYUb7SVQk4/edit


 

 

Other 
 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
Grid format:  http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2018%20-%2019%20School%20Calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
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